
What Happened to Charles Frederick Tremain?
The father of Lily Tremain who was married to Harry Moss, went off to Canada before the First 
World War and was never heard of again. What happened, and why did he go?

The answer to the first question is sad but simple: he got TB very soon after leaving England and 
died in Toronto in 1913. There is a detailed death certificate to prove it (see below).

The second question also has a brief answer, but the reasons for it are far from clear and have 
several possibilities: he went to join the rest of his family who had already emigrated to Canada.

The story starts in 1904, when Charles’s elder sister Emma went off to Canada with her husband 
Harry Drage. This seems to have produced a positive reaction as they were followed by most of the 
rest of the family between 1906  and 1909, except for Charles. The reason he didn’t go is doubtless 
connected with the fact that in 1907, at age 26, he married Harriet Dodd. They soon started a 
family, with Lily in 1909 and Charles in 1912.

From here things get harder to understand. One possibly connected issue is that Charles’s younger 
brother Frederick returned to the UK around 1910 to marry his intended, Emma Oldfield, and they 
went back to Canada the same year. Was it the intention that Charles and Harriet should go too? 

When Charles finally went in 1912/3, what was the intention? That Harriet and her young family 
should follow shortly afterwards, or did he just go to see his family? Maybe Harriet was reluctant to 
go. 

In either case, his death in 1913 presumably sealed the issue: afterwards it would have been a big 
step for Harriet to go on her own, with only her in-laws as support. Indeed the ‘emigrant’ status may 
not have been open to her at that point. One thing that is striking from the records is that Emma who 
emigrated in 1910 is already registered as a Canadian citizen in the 1911 census, together with her 
husband who is recorded as immigrating in 1906.

There’s a sad coda to the story:  Charles’s youngest brothers, Walter and Joseph, signed up for the 
2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion in the First World War and were both killed, Joseph dying 
on the battlefield of the Sommes, and Walter dying in hospital in Cardiff. 

Where does this information come from? 

Most of it comes from the Canadian census records of 1911 and 1921, with background from the 
English censuses of 1881-1901. These usually record the date at which the person came to Canada. 
In the case of the parents, Frederick Tremain and Emma (Cooper), the evidence comes from the 
death certificates for their sons, Charles, Walter and Joseph. See table on page 3.

In many cases the passenger records are available, but I haven’t found any in this case: presumably 
they used a shipping company for which records aren’t (yet) available. The clues came from other 
family trees on Ancestry, but the dangers of relying on these became obvious in another tree which 
showed a 14-year old Lilley from the family going on her own by boat to Pennsylvania and 
subsequently marrying someone totally different. It’s very unlikely she would be going with no 
family out there and this was confirmed by discovering that she married in Wentworth, Ontario in 
1910.





The family of Frederick Tremain

Name Born Emigrated Recorded Event

Frederick Tremain 1858 1909 1913 Reported Charles’ death

+ Emma Cooper 1858 1909 1920 Death, Stratford, Ontario

Emma Tremain 1879 1904 1911 Census, Hamilton, Ontario

+ Harry Drage 1880 1904 1921 Census, Hamilton, Ontario

Charles Frederick Tremain 1881 1912? 1913 Perth, Ontario

+ Harriet Dodd 1881 no 1964 Died Poplar, London

Lilley Tremain 1888 1909 1910 Married Wentworth, Ontario

+ Daniel Bower 1884 b Ontario 1910 Married Wentworth Ontario

Alice (Annie) Tremain 1891 1906 1913 Married London, Ontario

+ John William Garside 1882 ? 1913 Married London, Ontario

Walter Tremain 1893 1906 1915 Canadian Mounted Rifles B

Joseph Tremain 1895 1906 1916 Canadian Mounted Rifles B
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